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Wink by Rob Harrell, 2020
Humor, realistic fiction, semi-autobiographical, disability
fiction
Ross Maloy just wants to be a normal seventh grader. He
doesn't want to lose his hair, or wear a weird hat, or deal
with the disappearing friends who don't know what to say
to "the cancer kid." But with his recent diagnosis of a rare
eye cancer, blending in is off the table.
Based on Rob Harrell's real life experience, and packed
with comic panels and spot art, this incredibly personal
and poignant novel is an unforgettable, heartbreaking,
hilarious, and uplifting story of survival and finding the
music, magic, and laughter in life's weirdness.

Ophie’s Ghosts by Justina Ireland, 2021
Historical fiction, fantasy/paranormal

When a posse of white men come to set their
house alight in the night, Ophie’s father tells her to
take her mother and flee. The next morning brings
impossible news: Ophie’s father had already been
killed, and the warning came from her first ghost.
When she and her mother move to Pittsburgh,
theoretically more welcoming to Black people, they
end up working in an old manor house full of
restless dead. Can Ophie use her newfound gift to
bring them justice?

Born Behind Bars by Padma Venkatraman, 2021
Realistic fiction, survival story, social justice, Indian American
author, set in India

Kabir has been in jail since the day he was born, because his
mom is serving time for a crime she didn’t commit. Then one
day a new warden arrives and announces Kabir is too old to
stay. He is handed over to a long-lost “uncle” who turns out to
be a fraud, and intends to sell Kabir. So Kabir does the only
thing he can–run away as fast as his legs will take him. How
does a boy with nowhere to go and no connections make his
way? He befriends Rani, another street kid, and she takes
him under her wing. But plotting their next move is fraught
with danger in a world that cares little for homeless, low caste
children. This is not the world Kabir dreamed of–but he’s
discovered he’s not the type to give up. Kabir is ready to show
the world that he–and his mother–deserve a place in it.

Sanity and Tallulah by Molly Brooks, 2018
Graphic novel, science fiction, debut author
It can get pretty dull living on a small, out-of-theway station like Wilnick SS. Best Friends Sanity
Jones and Tallulah Vega do their best to relieve the
monotony of everyday space life by finding
adventures, solving mysteries, and taking turns
getting each other into and out of trouble. But when
Sanity's latest science project - an extremelyillegal-but-impossibly-cute-three-headed kitten escapes from the lab and starts causing havoc, the
girls will have to turn the station upside down to
find her-before the damage becomes irreversible!

Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus by Dusti
Bowling, 2017

Realistic fiction, disability fiction, mystery
Aven Green loves to tell people that she lost her arms in
an alligator wrestling match, or a wildfire in Tanzania, but
the truth is that she was born without them. And when
her parents take a job running Stagecoach Pass, a
rundown western theme park in Arizona, Aven moves
with them across the country knowing that she'll have to
answer the question over and over again. Her new life
takes an unexpected turn when she bonds with Connor,
a classmate who also feels isolated because of his own
disability, and they discover a room at Stagecoach Pass
that holds bigger secrets than Aven ever could have
imagined. It's hard to solve a mystery, help a friend, and
face your worst fears. But Aven's about to discover she
can do it all . . . even without arms.

The School for Whatnots by Margaret Peterson Haddix,
2022
Science Fiction

Max and Josie are best friends from vastly different worlds.
Max, born to billionaires, obliviously attends an exclusive
school with a fleet of students known as Whatnots, modern
androids capable of flawless human imitation, thus sparing
him from interacting with cruel or greedy children interested
only in his wealth. Josie is secretly the only other human child
in Max's class, allowed to attend the superior school with the
promise of an excellent education if she can keep up the
robotic ruse. Max is devastated when Josie seemingly
disappears after fifth grade, but she leaves behind a
perplexing note: "No matter what anyone tells you, I'm real." A
bewildered Max sets out to uncover the truth and find his way
back to his best friend, but the stakes are higher than he could
possibly imagine.

Katt vs. Dogg by James Patterson and Chris Grabenstein, 2019
Animal fiction, survival story

Oscar is a happy dogg---a rambunctious kid who loves being a
Dogg Scout. Thanks to his family, he knows that snobby katts
are good for nothing but chasing up trees.
Molly is a clever katt who just knows she's destined for fame and
fortune as an actress. She comes from a family of well-bred
katts who despise drooly, disgusting doggs!
For their whole lives, Oscar and Molly have been told that katts
and dogs hate each other. One day, they each get hopelessly
lost in the woods, but those lifelong prejudices flare up when
they cross paths. Slowly, they realize that the only way to
survive and find their way home is to...work together?!
Yeah, that's not going to happen!

Starfish by Lisa Fipps, 2021
Novel in verse, realistic fiction
Ever since Ellie wore a whale swimsuit and made a big splash at
her fifth birthday party, she's been bullied about her weight. To
cope, she tries to live by the Fat Girl Rules—like "no making
waves," "avoid eating in public," and "don't move so fast that your
body jiggles." And she's found her safe space—her swimming
pool—where she feels weightless in a fat-obsessed world. In the
water, she can stretch herself out like a starfish and take up all the
room she wants. It's also where she can get away from her pushy
mom, who thinks criticizing Ellie's weight will motivate her to diet.
Fortunately, Ellie has allies in her dad, her therapist, and her new
neighbor, Catalina, who loves Ellie for who she is. With this support
buoying her, Ellie might finally be able to cast aside the Fat Girl
Rules and starfish in real life--by unapologetically being her own
fabulous self.

Serafina and the Black Cloak by Robert Beatty, 2016

Mystery, suspense
A brave and unusual girl named Serafina lives
secretly in the basement of the grand Biltmore Estate
amidst the splendor of the Gilded Age. Serafina's pa,
the estate's maintenance man, has warned her to
keep herself hidden from the fancy folk who live on
the floors above, but when children at the estate start
disappearing, Serafina and her friend Braeden
Vanderbilt must work together to solve a dark and
dangerous mystery.

Horten’s Miraculous Mechanisms by Lissa Evans, 2012
British, humor, mystery

As if being small and having S. Horten as his name
isn't bad enough, now 10-year-old Stuart is forced to
move far away from all his friends.But on his very first
day in his new home, Stuart's swept up in an
extraordinary adventure: the quest to find his greatuncle Tony--a famous magician who literally
disappeared off the face of the earth--and Tony's
marvelous, long-lost workshop. Along the way, Stuart
reluctantly accepts help from the annoying triplets next
door… and encounters trouble from another magician
who's also desperate to get hold of Tony's treasures.

Heat by Mike Lupica, 2007
Realistic fiction, sports fiction
Michael Arroyo has a pitching arm that throws serious heat along
with aspirations of leading his team all the way to the Little League
World Series. But his firepower is nothing compared to the heat
Michael faces in his day-to-day life. Newly orphaned after his
father led the family’s escape from Cuba, Michael’s only family is
his seventeen-yearold brother Carlos. If Social Services hears of
their situation, they will be separated in the foster-care system—or
worse, sent back to Cuba.
Together, the boys carry on alone, dodging bills and anyone who
asks too many questions. But then someone wonders how a
twelve-year-old boy could possibly throw with as much power as
Michael Arroyo throws. With no way to prove his age, no birth
certificate, and no parent to fight for his cause, Michael’s secret
world is blown wide open, and he discovers that family can come
from the most unexpected sources.

Willodeen by Katherine Applegate, 2021
Fantasy, environmental fiction

Willodeen’s favorite creatures are the most unlovable in the land:
strange beasts known as “screechers.” The villagers of Perchance
call them pests, but Willodeen knows they serve a vital role.
Lately, though, nature has seemed angry indeed. Perchance has
been cursed with fires and mudslides, droughts and fevers, and even
the annual migration of hummingbears has dwindled. For as long as
anyone can remember, the tiny animals have overwintered atop blue
willow trees, drawing tourists from far and wide. This year, no
hummingbears returned to Perchance, and no one knows why.
When a birthday gift brings unexpected magic to Willodeen, she’s
determined to speak up for the animals she loves, and perhaps even
uncover the answer to the mystery of the missing hummingbears.
A tale about our fragile earth, and one girl’s determination to make a
difference.

The War that Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley,
2015
Historical fiction, World War II, disability
Nine-year-old Ada has never left her one-room apartment. Her
mother is too humiliated by Ada's twisted foot to let her
outside. So when her little brother Jamie is shipped out of
London to escape the war, Ada doesn't waste a minute - she
sneaks out to join him.
So begins a new adventure of Ada, and for Susan Smith, the
woman who is forced to take the two kids in. As Ada teaches
herself to ride a pony, learns to read, and watches for German
spies, she begins to trust Susan - and Susan begins to love
Ada and Jamie. But in the end, will their bond be enough to
hold them together through wartime? Or will Ada and her
brother fall back into the cruel hands of their mother?

Flush by Carl Hiaasen, 2019
Realistic fiction, humor, environmental
You know it’s going to be a rough summer when you spend Fathers
Day visiting your dad in the local lockup. Noah’s dad is sure that the
owner of the Coral Queen casino boat is flushing raw sewage into
the harbor - which has made taking a dip at the local beach like
swimming in a toilet. He can’t prove it though, and so he decides
that sinking the boat will make an effective statement. Right. The
boat is pumped out and back in business within days and Noah’s
dad is stuck in the clink. Now Noah is determined to succeed where
his dad failed. He will prove that the Coral Queen is dumping
illegally . . . somehow. His allies may not add up to much - his sister
Abbey, an unreformed childhood biter; Lice Peeking, a greedy sot
with poor hygiene; Shelly, a bartender and a woman scorned; and a
mysterious pirate-but Noah’s got a plan to flush this crook out into
the open. A plan that should sink the crooked little casino, once and
for all.

Doll Bones by Holly Black, 2013
Horror, magical realism
Zach, Poppy, and Alice have been friends forever. And for almost as
long, they’ve been playing one continuous, ever-changing game of
pirates and thieves, mermaids and warriors. Ruling over all is the Great
Queen, a bone-china doll cursing those who displease her. But they are
in middle school now. Zach’s father pushes him to give up make-believe,
and Zach quits the game. Their friendship might be over, until Poppy
declares she’s been having dreams about the Queen - and the ghost of a
girl who will not rest until the bone-china doll is buried in her empty
grave.
Zach and Alice and Poppy set off on one last adventure to lay the
Queen’s ghost to rest. But nothing goes according to plan, and as their
adventure turns into an epic journey, creepy things begin to happen. Is
the doll just a doll or something more sinister? And if there really is a
ghost, will it let them go now that it has them in its clutches?

Onyeka and the Academy of the Sun by Tola Okogwu, 2022

Fantasy/sci-fi, adventure, superheroes
Onyeka has a lot of hair—the kind that makes strangers stop in
the street and her peers whisper behind her back. At least she
has Cheyenne, her best friend, who couldn’t care less what other
people think. Still, Onyeka has always felt insecure about her
vibrant curls…until the day Cheyenne almost drowns and
Onyeka’s hair takes on a life of its own, inexplicably pulling
Cheyenne from the water.
At home, Onyeka’s mother tells her the shocking truth: Onyeka’s
psycho-kinetic powers make her a Solari, one of a secret group of
people with super powers unique to Nigeria. Her mother quickly
whisks her off to the Academy of the Sun, a school in Nigeria
where Solari are trained. But Onyeka and her new friends at the
academy soon have to put their powers to the test as they find
themselves embroiled in a momentous battle between truth and
lies…

